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Fundamental Principles for the Use of Traditional Knowl-
edge in Strengthening the Work of the Arctic Council

L

The use of Tradidonal Knowledge is an oversrch-
ing mandate of the Arctic Council and is a central
commitrment for implementadon by the Senior
Arctic Officials, Permanent Participants, and all
Arctic Coundl Working Groups.

Tradidonal Knowledge enhances and illuminazes
the holisde and shared understanding of the
Arpctic ervironment which promotes and provides
amore complete knowledge base for the work of
the Arctic Council.

Recopnition, respect, trust, and incressed under-
standing between Traditons! Knowledpe holders,
scientists, and representadves of the Arctic States
are essential elements in the meaningtul and ef-
fective inclusion of Tradidonal Konowledge in the
work of the Arete Couneil.

The inclusion, use, review, and verification of
Tradidonal Knowledge in the work of the Arctie
Couneil will oecur at all stages of every agreed-to
initdative and will be led and faclitated by the Per-
manent Participants, Recognizing that Permanent
Participants will determine the appropriate use of
Tradidonal Knowledge in work of Arctie Counil.

Traditional Knowledge is the intellectual property
of the indigenous knowledge holders, therefore
policies and procedures for accessing data and in-
formation pathered from Traditional Knowledge
holders should be developed at the approprate
ownership level, recognizing and adhering to each
Permanent Pardcipants” protocols

In order to maintsin the inteprity of specal-

ized information and avoid misinterpretation of
Traditional Knowledge, it is crucial that evalua-
ton, verificatdon and communicadon of analyzed
information be conducted by Tradifional Knowl-
edge holders with appropriate experdse, wo be
identified by Permanent Participants,

Each of the Permanent Participants represent

their respectve cultures, communites, peoples
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and Traditional Knowledge systems and holders;
processes of including Traditdonal Knowledge in
the work of the Arctic Coundl will respect and
reflect this diversity.

The inclusion of Tradidonal Knowledge in the
work of the Arcde Council requires adequate
capacity and resources to address the unique
needs and crcumstances of the culoures, lan-
aages, communities, povernanes processes, and
knowledge systerns of Arcde indigenous peoples
represented by the Permanent Partdeipants,

Traditional Knowledge and sdence are differ-

ent yet complementary systems and sources of
knowledpe, and when approptately used topether
may generate new knowledge and may inform de-
cision making, policy development and the work
of the Arctic Coundl.

The use of Traditonal Knowledge within the
Aretie Councdl must benefit the knowledge pro-
viders and sppropriately credit indipenous contri-
butions,

The co-production of knowledjre requires creative
and culturally appropriate methodologies and

technologies that use both Traditonal Knowledge
and science applied across all processes of knowl-

edge creation.

Communication, transmission and mutual ex-
change of knowledge using appropriate language
conveying commaon understanding, including
strategies to communicate through indigenous
lanyrusges, is ertical to work of Arcde Counedl.

Recopnize the need to brdpe knowledge systems,
including leveraping existing indigenous knowl-
edge nerworks, institutions and organizatons, as
well as developing educsdon stratepies to broaden
mmutual understanding,
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